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August 27, 2020

The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham
Governor, State of New Mexico
State Capitol
490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Room 400
Santa Fe, New Mexico
87501
Dear Governor:
We are writing to express our frustration with your administration's unwillingness or inability to locate
appropriate office space for the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission (PRC). The failure to provide
this constitutionally established entity with a proper location to conduct its statutory responsibilities is,
frankly, incomprehensible. We encourage your office and the General Services Department (GSD) to
work closely with the PRC staff and to immediately identify needed office space within state buildings so
that this agency can return to undertaking the People's business.
When reports of your administration's decision to kick the PRC out of their longtime office space in the
PERA Building first surfaced in mid-March, many of our colleagues and us assumed that a satisfactory
resolution would soon be found and a suitable new location would be provided. However, is it now late
August, yet the PRC still has no office space in which to operate and, as a result, has essentially been
forced to cease all regular operations. We find it rather hard to believe that there is not sufficient office
space in one of many state-owned office buildings within the Santa Fe area where the PRC could not be
relocated.
It is well-known that your administration is less than pleased with the PRC due to its various decisions
regarding the implementation of the Energy Transition Act. It is also well-documented your
administration is the driving force behind a proposed constitutional amendment that would dramatically
change the selection process of PRC commissioners and place the operation of the commission fully
within the governor office's authority. Therefore, I most certainly hope that both the initial eviction of
the PRC from their offices and the continuing lack of cooperation in helping the PRC find new office
space is not some type of retaliation against the agency's commissioners and staff. We should not have
to remind you that a constitutionally established entity and its duly elected commissioners deserve the
respect of every New Mexico public official, no matter what their personal or policy differences may be.
Equally troubling, we have been told the GSD has placed new locks on the PRC's former office space and
office equipment, files, and other personal property is not always accessible to staff. If this report is
true, we are dismayed as to how the PRC is being treated and it leads considerable credence to our
earlier concern that evicting the PRC from their offices is simply nothing more than a vindictive reaction
by your administration. Such treatment is inexcusable and we assume your office will take all necessary

